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From the Pastorôs Desk 

 SOME HOLY HUMOR  

 Sometimes I think that we could all do with a 

good dose of humor.  Having just seen the Musical 

Nunsense, I can attest to how laughter can lift your 

spirits and make you feel better.  Our religion is seri-

ous and I believe that we should take Jesus seriously, 

but not necessarily solemnly.  Just think of who He 

chose for His disciples.  These were not monks 

dressed in sackcloth, they were mostly fishermen, a tax 

collector and a physician, real people who lived in the 

real world.  They had times of the most serious and 

life changing conversations, but I canõt believe that they 

didnõt also have times of uproarious laughter.  Just put 

a couple of fishermen together and listen to their sto-

ries.  The disciples argued, tried to out best each other, 

and probably at times, drove Jesus to distraction.  The 

music of hearing someone laugh out loud, when we 

think of that person, as someone who doesnõt laugh 

much, makes us laugh in concert with them.  Our fam-

ily has the gift of humor, from my brother to our sons.  

People who do not know us well sometimes get lost in 

the back and forth between us.  One time we were try-

ing to locate someone with the last name of Price.  The 

emails went back and forth:  is this the final price, is 

this the listed price, did the price go up, is it half price 

or full price, and it went on and on.  It is healthy to 

laugh with our families, and also with our Church Fam-

ily.  Our Joy is to be celebrated and I think that God 

smiles down on us when He sees our laughter and 

happiness.  What He created is GOOD.   

Blessings and love, Pastor Martha 
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Hold fast to the Bible as the [main] 

anchor of your liberties; write its pre-

cepts on your hearts and practice them 

in your lives. To the influence of this 

book we are indebted for all the pro-

gress made in true civilization, and to this we must 

look as our guide in the future. -Ulysses S. Grant 

 

ñMay we think of freedom not as the right to do as 

we please but as the opportunity to do what is 

rightò -Peter Marshall 
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1 Sanc/Soc.Hall/Kitchen rental 

1-2  Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, MI 

2 Fellowship & Service meeting, 8:30am 

4 INDEPENDENCE DAY (Church office closed) 

5 Faith Community Nursing, 5-7pm 

6 Christian Education meeting, 6:30pm 

     Stewardship & Finance meeting, 6:30pm 

9 Camp Harmony Sunday 

     Speaker Rev. Bill Wenger at 10am 

     Board Items due to Bob Hart, Boardchair 

     District Youth Choir reunion at Camp, 12:30pm 

10 Administrative Board meeting, 7pm 

11 Quilters & Knotters, 9am 

12 Ministry & Evangelism meeting, 6:30pm 

16 Special All Church Council meeting  

     after worship 

     Biggest Loser weigh-in 

     Newsletter articles due to church office 

18 Quilters & Knotters, 9am 

     Wheelers & Dealers, 7:30-9:30pm 

23 Speaker Rev. Tim Resh at 10am 

25 Quilters & Knotters, 9am 

28 Senior Food Box distribution, 8-10am 

     Social Hall rental, 9am-2pm 

30 Menôs Fellowship meeting at Mostollers Res-
taurant, 7am 

COMMISSION 
CHAIRS:   Please pick 
up your Budget Packets 
and begin working on 
your 2018 Budgets.  Packets will be in 
each commissionôs mail bin in the work-
room. Please have them completed and re-
turned to Kimmyôs bin in the Church office 
by August 20, 2017. Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

INDEPENDENCE DAY LESSSONS  

FOR CHURCH LIFE  

Return to the basicsðOn July 4 
we commemorate the origins of 
our country. In terms of faith, 
we also periodically need to 
hear again the foundational 
stories of Creation, the Israel-
ites and, of course, Jesus. 

Honor the gift of freedomðòFor freedom Christ 
has set us free é do not submit again to a yoke of 
slaveryò (Galatians 5:1). We strive as citizens to 
preserve and live out our national freedom. Like-
wise, as citizens of Godôs kingdom we live gladly 
in the freedom of salvation and share that gift 
with others.  

Enjoy communityðJuly 4 is known for picnics, pa-
rades and other community gatherings. Similarly, 
the church is nourished by coming together for 
worship, meals and other special events. 

Be light in the darknessðAs fireworks brighten 
the sky with light and color, the church is called to 
display the Gospelôs unique light in a dark world. 
Our word dynamite and the Greek word for 
powerðas in, ñYou will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on youò (Acts 1:8) - share a 
root. Through Godôs power in us, we share Je-
susðdynamically! - with others. ïHeidi Mann 
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JULY 2017 

JULY OUTREACH 

The Youth for  

National Youth 
Conference  
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The Pastoral Search Committee:   

We were sent 4 more profiles to study after the last many we have already reviewed. Each of 

the Search Committee members was given copies of those profiles. We have not met as a 

full committee to discuss each individual profile; however the profiles received have not met 

the churchôs requests for the new full-time pastor. We have not ruled out anyone and if any 

of the individuals request an interview, we will comply by doing so. It is now with the July 

Newsletter article we have come one whole year since our previous pastor team left the 

Somerset Church of the Brethren. Which means it has been a year since the Congregation 

has completed the Congregational Profile. It is now time to re -visit our Church Profile; 

needs, requests, etc. for our church leader. At our next Pastoral Search Committee meeting 

we will do just that.  

Since the Committee did not receive very many of the last Congregational Profiles that were 

in the Church bulletin and the newsletter, Iôve decided to go another route. Maybe we wonôt 

receive many of these either, but at least you canôt say we didnôt try to find out what you 

want. We hope to receive many more this time. Please either type or print your suggestions. 

Not all of us are good at deciphering handwriting.  

Some of suggestions of what is helpful:  

¶ Age of pastor (remembering that with years of service comes a higher compensation 

package - if you have read the minutes that made available on the table in the gather-

ing area after each Board meeting you will see the Finance Commissionôs recommen-

dations to the Board as to what they feel the Church can afford at this time. IT IS 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO BE INFORMED; so if you are not picking them up and 

reading them, start doing so. If there are no copies on the table contact Kimmy at the 

Church office and she will see there are more available.)  

¶ What qualifications are you looking for in a pastor - What do you think is important?  

¶ Full Time or Part Time pastor or multiple Part Time pastors  

¶ Male or Female - or doesnôt it matter? 

¶ Schooling ï we have not been sent many Brethren Seminary graduates. Does that 

matter to you?  

¶ Any other thoughts you might have  

If anyone has any ideas or thoughts please put them on paper, in a sealed envelope with 

Pastoral Search Committee on the front of the envelope by July 31, 2017 and do one of the 

following:  

1. Put it in the offering plate  

2. Put it in the Church Secretaryôs mail bin in the work room 

3. Hand it to Kimmy when she is in the office  
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The Committee will look over those before making changes to our Church Profile.  

Remember: Continue to keep the Search Committee in your prayers. We know God will send 

us who He wants us to have in His own time. We pray for patience and discernment as we 

continue this process. Churches looking for a pastor can find the right candidate if they 

seek the Lordôs guidance and direction. The average church takes 12 to 24 months to find a 

new pastor when the previous pastor vacates the pulpit. This is a huge challenge and we are 

trying to do it right.  

You can have too many expectations in looking for the right one. Remember, pastors are 

only human and by definition are limited in gifting, talent, ability and capacity. Some are pas-

tors, others evangelists, others teachers and so on. There is no such thing as the perfect 

pastor; each will have their own specific strengths and weaknesses. So even if you think 

you know what your church needs in its pastor, unrealistic expectations may mean that you 

will never find them. Take time out to develop realistic expectations!  

Finding a new pastor for our church is about understanding and obediently following Godôs 

will for your church rather than following your own ambitions. The only guaranteed out-

comes in the Christian life are as a result of obedience to Godôs will. 

And on another NOTE:  The Ministry and Evangelism Commission is happy to announce Pas-

tor Martha Beach has agreed and has sign another 1 year contract to be our full -time pastor 

through August 5, 2018. Our Commission is very grateful and appreciative to Pastor Martha 

for agreeing to another year with us as the Search Committee continues its work. Please 

show your thanks to her for this blessing which give us continuity as we progress. And 

thanks to Bob - weôre so happy to have you too! 

RUMMAGE SALE: The next 

Breth-

ren 

Home 

rum-

mage 

sale is scheduled for July 13 and 

14, from 7 AM -3 PM, and 8 AM ς 

noon on the 15th . Shoppers are 

invited to stop in, there really is 

something for everyone at the 

sale!  Sale donations are being 

accepted any week day between 

7 AM and 3 PM, call Chris Knep-

per at 814.467.5505 for details.   

Update for Clean Water Project at Camp Harmony  

 On Saturday, June 17 our representative from DEP, our engineer, and 

our township supervisor met to survey the improved sand mounds.  It 

has now been designated a working system and we passed the first in-

spection.  Praise the Lord.  We especially thank Roaring Fork excavating 

whose expertise and perserverence helped to make this all happen.  

Thank you Lionel Berkebile and your faithful workers who worked dili-

gently in the rain and now the hot weather.  You made the deadline.  

The project which initially was going to be $50,000 turned into 

$100,000.  However this may have saved us over $300,000.  The Lord is 

good.  Needless to say we had collected finances for the initial amount, 

but because of the extent of the repair, we are definitely collecting do-

nations to help for the additional amount.  For more details, please con-

tact Camp.   
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SENIOR FOOD BOX  

DISTRIBUTION  

 

The next Sr. Food Box Distribution 
is set for Friday, July 28th from 8 -10am.  Come 
share in the merry fellowship that goes along with 
helping the community.  

 

 

 

 

     5 Jeff Langley 

   6 Jeffrey Berkey, Gary Gardner 

   7 Karen Mosholder, Naomi Sheeler,  

  Isaac Stanton 

 11 Virginia Hay, Linda Stoner 

 12 Doug Lincoln, Lee Fritz,  

  Lucas Kirschman 

 13 Amanda Watkins, Emilie Deffenbaugh 

 16 Ken Hahn 

 19 Ami Miller 

 22 Raven Wilson, Mackenzie Miller 

 23 Mark Custer 

 24 Hazel Airesman, Jackie St.Clair,  

  Kelley Fritz 

 25 Aubrey Moon, Kyle Mosholder 

 26 Carrie Miller, Stan Supranowicz 

 27 Ira Smith 

 29 Julie Stanton 

 30 Karen Custer 

 

  9th Chris & Malinda Forry 

15th Jeff & Roni Langley 

21st Steve & Katie Crow 

 Chris & Catrina Foltz 

25th Eric & Kelly Hoffman 

SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE 

Jul. 2 Anthemτ Kaitie Walker 

 Organτ Joyce Stern 

9 Anthemτ Stan Supranowicz 

 Videoτ Led by Praise Team 

16 Anthemτ Sarah Sleasman 

 Pianoτ Cindy Hoover 

23 Anthemτ Men of Grace Quartet 

 Organτ Pam Schrock 

30 Anthemτ Allyn Custer Lambert 

 Pianoτ Allyn Custer Lambert 
 

Aug. 6  AnthemτDanny Conner 

 OrganτPam Schrock 

13  AnthemτTrisha Diamond 

 PianoτTrisha Diamond 

20 Anthemτ 

 VideoτLed by Praise Team 

27  AnthemτRegine Smith 

 PianoτCindy Hoover 



 

www.somcob.orgwww.somcob.org                                                                                                          11--814814--445445--88538853  

SOMERSET CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN                                                                       PAGE  6SOMERSET CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN                                                                       PAGE  6   

KidsPage 
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WORSHIP HOSTS: 

  2  David & Virginia Hay 

  9  Dave & Julie Stanton 

16  Michael & Trudy Saylor 

23  Melissa Smith 

30  Fred & Kim Huet 
 

ACOLYTE:   Aaron Deffenbaugh 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  

  2  Adam Shaffer 

  9  Carol Walker 

16  Vickie Watkins 

23  The Deffenbaughs 

30  Jessica Schomer 
 

STORYTELLERS:  

  2  Ann Yoder 

  9  Barbara Black 

16  Ginger & Brea Rohrer 

23  Jackie St.Clair 

30  Vickie Watkins 
 

USHERS:  Jason Custer (Lead), David Cupp, 

Eric Hoffman, Charlie Rhodamer, Buddy Yoder, 

Dave Stanton, David & Virginia Hay 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS:  

  2  DeAnn  McCoy & Sid Haines 

  9  Kim & Fred Huet 

16  Dave & Julie Stanton 

23  Liz & Nick Kovach 

30  Melissa Smith, Alexis Miller, Sarah Smith 
 

DEACONS OF THE MONTH:  

Jeff & Sherry Berkey, Jeff & Amy Pyle, 

Eric & Kelly Hoffman, James T. & Ann Yoder 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF INFORMATION  

Pastor Martha Beach 

(Short-term Pastor) 

mbeach1215@aol.com 
 

Kimmy Hixson (Secretary)   

kimmyscob@hotmail.com  
 

 

 

Regular church office hours are:  

8:30am-12:30pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Fridays 

and 8:30am-3pm on Mondays & Thursdays.    

 

SPECIAL ALL CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

TO BE HELD 

A special Church Council 
meeting of the Somerset Church of the 
Brethren will be held on Sunday, July 
16th immediately following worship to 
report to the congregation and presenta-
tion of a Supplemental Budget since Pas-
tor Martha Beach will be with us through 
August 5, 2018. 

JULY SCHEDULES:  

EARLY GREETERS:  Adult Fellowship Class 
 

HOSPITALITY:  

  2   

  9   

16  FBI Class 

23   

30   

mailto:kimmyhixsonscob@hotmail.com
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JULY SERMON/SCRIPTURES  
 

  2  ñServant Leadershipò   1 Corinthians 1:17-29 
 

  9  Speaker: Bill Wenger   Matthew 16:13-20 

      ñI Believe in the Churchò  
 

16  Speaker: Tim Resh 
 

23  Speaker: Barron/Carolyn Willoughby Deffenbaugh 
 

30  ñStairway to Heavenò   Genesis 28:10-19 


